


Curriculum Vitae of Paul Schulze-Lefert
PERSONAL DATA
Date of birth:	4 February 1958
Nationality:	German

SCIENTIFIC CAREER
Director	since August 2000, Dept. Plant Microbe Interactions, Max Planck Institute for Plant Breeding Research
Professorship	since April 2003, Honorary Professor, University of Cologne

Group Leader	November 1996 to July 2000 Senior Research Scientist at the Sainsbury Laboratory, John Innes Centre, Norwich, UK
1995-1996 Senior Research Fellow, The Sainsbury Laboratory, John Innes Centre, Norwich, UK
1991-1995 Project/Group leader in the Department of Biology I of the University of Aachen, Germany
Postdoctoral training	1989-1990 Max Planck Institute for Plant Breeding Research, Cologne: Development of DNA-marker technologies for plant genome mapping and mapping of resistance genes, with Prof. Dr. Francesco Salamini
Doctorate	1986-1989 in the Dept. of Biochemistry, Prof. Dr. Klaus Hahlbrock, and the University of Köln, working on “Identification and characterization of cis-acting elements of the light-regulated chalcone synthase-gene in parsley”.
Master thesis	1983 in the Dept. of Genetics, Prof. Dr. G. Feix, Albert-Ludwig Universität Freiburg working on “Isolation and characterization of rRNA genes from Zea mays”
ACADEMIC DEGREES
Dr. rer. nat. Biochemistry, University of Cologne, Germany, 1989
Honorary Professor, University of Cologne, since April 2003
SCIENTIFIC HONOURS AND MEMBERSHIPS
Honours
Honorary Professor, Huazhong Agricultural University, Wuhan, Hubei Province, China, since June 2024
Elected member of the Royal Society, UK, since July 2023
Elected member of the American Academy of Microbiology, since February 2011
Elected member of the German National Academy of Sciences, Leopoldina, since June 2010
Elected member of the National Academy of Sciences, USA, since April 2010
Elected member of the European Molecular Biology Organization (EMBO), since April 2006
Scholarship from the Fritz Thyssen-Stiftung (1986-1989), awarded for Ph.D. studies
Scholarship from the Max Planck Society, München (1989-1990), awarded for postdoctoral studies

Scientific memberships
EMBO Council member
ISPMB Board Member since 2003
International Scientific Board of Laboratory of Excellence (LabEx) TULIP
Executive Board of the Graduate School of Biological Sciences, University of Cologne
Science Advisory Board of the Two Blades Foundation (http://www.2blades.org)
American Academy for Microbiology, Genetical Society
COMMUNITY SERVICE 

Conference Organization 
First MPI-SL Joint Symposium, Norwich, UK (8.-9.10.2003)
Keystone Symposia, Utah, USA (10.-16.04.2003)
Juan March Meeting, Barcelona (3.-6.10. 2004)
XIV IS MPMI Congress in Quebec, Canada, July 2009
FESPB 2010 in Valencia, Spain (4.7. to 9.7.2010)
10th Korean German Joint Symposium at Gyeongsang National University Korea (26.09. – 30.09.2010)
28th New Phytologist Symposium, Rhodes, Greece (18.05. to 21.05.2012)
 ICAR 2012, Vienna Austria (03.07. to 07.07.2012)
XX IS-MPMI in Kyoto, Japan (29.07. – 02.08.2012)
11th Korean-German Joint Symposium at Schloss Ringberg, Germany (10.09. to 13.09.2012)
10th IPMB Congress 2012, Jeju, Korea (21.10. to 26.10.2012)
	“NLR Biology in Plant and Animals” Workshop
Schloss Ringberg, Kreuth, Germany (03.05. to 06.05.2015)
	EMBO practical course on ‘plant microbiota’, MPIPZ Cologne (26.03. to 07.04.2017)
Lead organizer International Workshop Plant Microbiota, Berlin, Germany, 15 – 17 April 2024
Lead organizer 2025 IS-MPMI conference 13-17 July, Cologne,                      Germany  https://www.ismpmi.org/Events/2025Congress/Pages/default.aspx 

Organizer/Co-Spokesperson
Research Consortia

Spokesperson Cologne IMPRS on “The molecular basis of plant development and environmental interactions” until Feb 2011?
Co-organizer DFG-SPP1212 “Microbial reprogramming of plant development” with Prof. M. Parniske
Co-organizer DFG-SFB 670 “Zell-autonome Immunität” together with Prof. M. Krönke (2007 – 2021)
CEPLAS (Cluster of Excellence in Plant Sciences) together with Universities of Cologne, Düsseldorf as well as Forschungszentrum Jülich 2007 – 2025
Co-founder and senior scientific advisor of AgBiome, 2012 – 2023
DECRyPT “Deconstruction and Reconstruction of the Plant Microbiota” DFG SPP 2019-2021 and 2022-2024 
iHEAD with University of Cologne since 2024


Science Advisory Committees
and Editorial Boards 
Chair of Scientific Committee of Research Council of Finland, 2022 – 2024
Member of the Scientific Committee of the Copenhagen Bioscience Conference in Copenhagen “Plant-microbe interactions” from 13-17 Nov 2022
International Scientific Board of Laboratory of Excellence (LabEx) TULIP 2015 - 2020
Scientific Advisory Board Member Gregor Mendel Institute of Molecular Plant Biology, Vienna, Austria, 2007-2013
Cambridge Sainsbury Laboratory advisory group, UK, 2007-2013
External Advisory Board of the Plant Science Department of the University of Oxford, UK, 2007-2013
Executive Board of the Graduate School of Biological Sciences, University of Cologne, Germany, 2007-2016
Science Advisory Board of the Two Blades Foundation (http://www.2blades.org), 2007-2016

Advisory Board of The Plant Journal 2003 - 2005
Board of Reviewing Editors of Science 2003 – 2005
Monitoring Editor Plant Physiology 2003 – 2005
Editorial Board PNAS since 2025 
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