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CAREER

Piero Lionello (born in Venice, Italy, in 1960) obtained a degree in Physics with honors in 1984.
From 1987 to 1992 he conducted research at CNR-ISDGM (Italy), MIT (USA), Max Planck
Institute for Meteorology (Germany), ECMWF (United Kingdom), and KNMI (The Netherlands).
He was subsequently researcher at the Department of Physics of the University of Padua (1992—
1999) and associate professor at the University of Salento (1999-2016).

Since February 2016 he has been full professor of Atmospheric Physics and Oceanography at the
University of Salento.

In 2024 he received the International Prize for Astronomy, Geodesy and Geophysics of the
Accademia Nazionale dei Lincei. He was also awarded the University Seal by the Rector of the
University of Salento (2024).

THE MEDCLIVAR SCIENTIFIC NETWORK

From 2003 to March 2025 he promoted and coordinated the scientific network MedCLIVAR
(Mediterranean Climate Variability), recognized by CLIVAR-WCRP in 2006.

The MedCLIVAR project was approved and funded as a European Science Foundation (ESF)
project during 2006-2011. In 2006 he was elected Chair of the Steering Committee, a role held
until March 2025.

The MedCLIVAR-ESF programme (2006—2011) organized 11 international workshops and
meetings, 3 schools, and an international exchange programme.

The continuation of the project led to the organization of seven international conferences (Lecce
2011; Madrid 2012; Ankara 2014; Athens 2016; Belgrade 2018; Marrakech 2022; Lecce 2024).
The results of the network are presented in two volumes published by Elsevier: Mediterranean
Climate Variability and The Climate of the Mediterranean Region: From the Past to the Future,
and in numerous special issues of international journals.

ROLES IN THE INTERNATIONAL SCIENTIFIC COMMUNITY

Chair of the International Scientific Committee of the HyMeX project (2008—2011).

Member of the HyMeX ICCS for the entire duration of the project.

Member of the ECMWF Scientific Advisory Committee for two terms (2009-2016).

Currently member of the Scientific Committee of the International Center for Climate Change
Research in Venice.

Founding member of the Italian Society for Climate Sciences (SISC).

President-elect of SISC (term 2027-2028).

Currently (since December 2024) Coordinator of the MedECC Network (Mediterranean Experts
on Climate and Environmental Change).

ROLES IN INTERNATIONAL SCIENTIFIC ASSESSMENTS (IPCC AND MEDECC)
Lead Author of IPCC AR6 (WGII, Chapter 13 Europe and Cross-Chapter Mediterranean).
Member of the WGII Glossary editorial team and Contributing Author of the WGI Atlas of IPCC
ARG.

Coordinating Lead Author of the chapter “Drivers” of the First MedECC Assessment Report.
Coordinator of the MedECC Special Report on Coastal Risks in the Mediterranean.

Within MedECC, contributed to the final approval sessions of the Summary for Policymakers in
plenary consultations with government representatives.



PROJECTS

Participation as Principal Investigator in numerous European and international projects, including:
ECAWOM, STOWASUS02100, CIRCE, WASSERMed, RISES-AM, SOCLIMPACT,
CLIMAST, as well as national projects and international initiatives such as WAM, IMILAST,
COWCLIP, and MedWet.

SCIENTIFIC ACTIVITY
Bibliometric indicators (December 2025):

Scopus: 148 publications, 14,108 citations, h-index 49
Web of Science: 127 documents, 11,198 citations, h-index 44
Google Scholar: 21,851 citations, h-index 61

He has been continuously included since 2019 in the Stanford/Elsevier list of the World’s Top 2%
Scientists, with prominent and progressively increasing rankings over time, both in the annual
(“single-year impact”) and career (“career-long impact”) classifications.

EDITORIAL ACTIVITY

Editor or co-editor of three scientific volumes and numerous special issues of international journals.
Member of the Editorial Board of Natural Hazards and Earth System Sciences and of the
Copernicus Ocean State Report.

Has served as Editor and Co-Editor of numerous special issues of international scientific journals,
coordinating peer-review and scientific selection processes, including:

Global and Planetary Change — “Mediterranean climate: trends, variability and change”
Theoretical and Applied Climatology — “Synoptic Climatology”

Physics and Chemistry of the Earth — “The Climate of Venetia and Northern Adriatic”
Natural Hazards and Earth System Sciences — “Understanding Dynamics and Current
Developments of Extreme Climate in the Mediterranean Region”

Regional Environmental Change — “The climate of the Mediterranean region: research
progress and climate change impacts”

Natural Hazards and Earth System Sciences “Climate change, extreme events and hazards
in the Mediterranean region”

International Journal of Climatology (1JOC) — The climate of the Mediterranean region at
multiple time and spatial scales.”

Natural Hazards and Earth System Sciences — “Venice flooding: understanding, prediction
capabilities, and future projections”

ORGANIZATION OF CONFERENCES AND SCHOOLS

Organization of numerous international conferences, meetings, and schools within MedCLIVAR,
EGU, EMS-ECA, and IUGG.

From 2003 to 2021 he organized an annual EGU session dedicated to the Mediterranean climate.

TEACHING ACTIVITY AND INSTITUTIONAL RESPONSIBILITIES

Lecturer in MSc programs in Environmental Sciences and Marine and Coastal Biology.
Extensive experience in supervising bachelor, master, and PhD theses.

Coordinator of the PhD program in Biological and Environmental Sciences.

Director of the Master in Oceanography and Atmospheric Sciences (2018—2023).
Director of the Museum of the Environment of the University of Salento since 2018.
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