Brief Biography
Gabriele Finaldi was born in London in 1965. After schooling in Italy and England he completed his university studies at the Courtauld Institute of Art in London with a PhD on the Spanish seventeenth-century painter, Jusepe de Ribera (1591-1652). He was appointed Curator of Later Italian and Spanish Painting at the National Gallery in 1992 where he curated exhibitions on Spanish Still-life Painting, Orazio Gentileschi, Italian Baroque Painting, and in the year 2000, ‘Seeing Salvation. The Image of Christ’.   In 2002 he was appointed Deputy Director for Collections and Research at the Museo del Prado in Madrid in 2002. There he was responsible for the presentation of the collections, the exhibitions and academic programme, overseeing the opening of the Prado extension in 2007 and the Prado Research Centre in 2008. In 2015 he was appointed Director of the National Gallery where he has made some significant painting acquisitions (Poussin, Artemisia Gentileschi, Hodler, Cavallino and Pechstein), strengthened the Gallery’s digital activities and its relationship with living artists. He has written on Italian and Spanish Baroque painting and has curated exhibitions in London, Madrid, Seville, Ferrara, Brussels and Dallas. In 2016 he published the catalogue raisonné of Ribera’s drawings and in 2023 he curated an exhibition on Saint Francis at the National Gallery. He has directed the celebrations for the National Gallery’s Bicentenary (2024-25) and overseen the refurbishment of the Sainsbury Wing and the complete redisplay of the National Gallery’s paintings collection (2025).

